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Dept., Cambridge University Computer Lab. and Olivetti
Research Limited.
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The Video Mail Retrieval Project (VMR) is a joint
development between Cambridge University Engineering
Dept., Cambridge University Computer Lab. and Olivetti
Research Limited.

The ORL Medusa system allows recording, storage, and
playback of tens of gigabytes of multimedia data. VMR is
a step towards retrieval of arbitrary audio/video
documents in this environment, where the information
content is determined from speech recognition of the
soundtrack.

In our Broadcast News Retrieval work we show that
statistical methods developed for text retrieval can allow
rapid location of news items using the teletext subtitles.
We are working on large vocabulary speech recognition
of the news soundtrack. This will allow retrieval from any
archive of video/audio documents.
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A dynamic audio/video stream is represented
by a static display that can be taken in at a
glance. On the horizontal timeline the
brightness of aregion is proportional to its
potential relevance to the query.
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